Satellite session: Monday, 8 October 2018, 9:00 – 17:00 hrs, Liverpool

Leaving no woman, no child behind: 
what evidence on inequalities for RMNCH is needed to advocate and act?

Organized by:
Countdown to 2030 for Women’s, Children’s and Adolescents’ Health


The SDGs provide a framework for reaching everyone with quality services. Evidence on who is left behind is necessary to ensure that health systems are focused on reaching all people in need and make progress towards universal health coverage. Innovative analyses of data on levels and trends in inequalities are needed to inform programs and ensure accountability. Countries need the capacity to generate socially robust information on health inequalities. And we need to be smart about generating and communicating the evidence that has the greatest impact on policies and programs.

This satellite symposium presents results from Countdown to 2030 for women’s, children’s and adolescents’ health regional initiatives to show what can be done through better use of existing data and working with country health institutions.  This includes multiple dimensions of inequality, as well as a focus on conflict-affected countries. Much can be learned from tracking reproductive, maternal and child health where monitoring of inequalities is most advanced, both in terms of how to best identify the disadvantaged populations and to assess ways in which inequality data makes a difference in advocacy, targeting in policies and programs and accountability.

Interactive electronic voting that engage audiences will preface presentations from the Countdown to 2030 work in regional and thematic networks to discuss three key questions: 

· What can we do more with existing data and what are the bottlenecks/limitations to generate powerful information on inequalities for advocacy, action and accountability?
· What kind of evidence on inequalities is essential to guide health systems and ensuring that no women, no child is left behind?
· What is the role of country public health institutions in generating information about inequalities?
· How to translate evidence on inequalities into effective actions at country level?

Target audience includes public health specialists, health system researchers, epidemiologists and demographers, health policy makers, civil society representatives and others.





	Time
	Topic
	Presenter / moderator

	09:00
	Leaving no woman, no child behind: what evidence on inequalities is needed to advocate and act?
	Ties Boerma, Countdown / University of Manitoba, Canada

	
	Interactive polling 1: everything you always wanted to know about inequalities
	All participants

	09:30 
	Who is left behind? Doing more with existing data 
	Ties Boerma (m)

	
	Subnational inequalities in reproductive, maternal, newborn and child health in 19 countries in eastern and southern Africa 
	Cheikh Faye, African Population Health Research Centre, Kenya

	
	Minorities: ethnicity and reproductive, maternal, newborn and child health in Latin America and the Caribbean
	Luis Huicho, Universidad Peruana Cayetano Heredia, Lima, Peru

	
	The urban poor in sub-Saharan Africa
	Agbessi Amouzou, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, USA

	
	Discussion
	

	11:00
	Coffee break
	

	11:30
	Addressing the gaps in information on inequalities
	Zulfiqar Bhutta (m)

	
	Interactive polling 2: what do we really need to know to better address inequalities?
	All participants

	
	No evidence, no equity: how can we do more with existing data from surveys to identify who is left behind
	Aluisio Barros, Federal University of Pelotas, Brazil

	
	Addressing gaps in how the Global Financing Facility (GFF) handles adolescent health: what evidence is needed?
	Asha George, University of Western Cape, South Africa

	
	 Changes in inequalities in reproductive health, maternal and child health and nutrition in India
	Purnima Menon, IFPRI, India

	
	Discussion
	

	13:00
	Lunch break
	

	
	Reaching all in conflict settings
	Agbessi Amouzou (m)

	14:00
	Interactive polling 3: what do we really know about health in conflict settings?
	All participants

	
	Health systems, women’s, children’s and adolescents’ health in conflict-affect countries
	Zulfiqar Bhutta, Univ. of Toronto & Aga Khan University, Pakistan

	
	Generating evidence in conflict situations: piecing together data to identify the neediest populations in the Syria conflict.
	Jocelyn DeJong, American University of Beirut, Lebanon

	15:00
	Coffee/tea break
	

	15:30
	From data to action, what is the role of country public health institutions: panel
	Joy Lawn (m)

	
	Interactive polling 4: what evidence on inequalities is most effective for advocacy, action and accountability?
	All participants

	
	What information and data work best for country advocacy, action and accountability?
	Kofi Busia, West Africa Health Organization, Burkina Faso; Miriam Sabin, PMNCH, Geneva

	
	What is the role of country public health institutions?
	Peter Waiswa, Makerere University, Uganda;
Hamadoun Sangho, CREDOS, Mali
Josephine Shabani, Ifakara Health Institute
Estelle Sidze, APHRC, Kenya
Wubegzier Mekonenn Ayele
School of Public Health, Addis Ababa University

	
	Discussion
	

	17:00
	Concluding remarks & closure
	Ties Boerma, Countdown to 2030
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