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Purpose of Session 

I. Background to Countdown 
Monitoring 
  Data and methods 
  Country profiles 
 

II. Countdown Report 
Findings 
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What does Countdown monitor? 

• Progress in coverage for critical interventions across 
the continuum of care 

• Health Systems and Policies – important context for 
assessing coverage gains 

• Financial flows to reproductive, maternal, newborn 
and child health 

• Equity in intervention coverage 

What does the Countdown monitor? 
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Data for Countdown Monitoring  





First Page 

▪ Demographics, 
including mortality 

 
▪ Maternal & Newborn 

Health, including 
Continuum of Care 

 
▪ Equity 

 
▪ Child Health  

 
▪ Nutrition 
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Good progress in reducing under-five & maternal 
mortality, but overall rates still too high 



Variable coverage along the continuum of care  



First Page 

Steady reductions in underweight and stunting prevalence 
and substantial increases in exclusive breastfeeding rates 



First Page 

The narrow bars show 
Malawi’s relatively 
equitable coverage 
found for many 
coverage indicators 



• Demographics with 
causes of child an 
maternal deaths (cont) 

• Maternal and 
Newborn Health (cont) 

• Child Health (cont) 

• Water and Sanitation 

• Policies 

• Systems & Financing 
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Leading causes: 
Neonatal – 31% 
Malaria – 13% 
HIV/AIDS – 13% 
Pneumonia – 11% 
Diarrhoea – 7% 
 

 

 
Undernutrition is a major underlying cause of  
child deaths 
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Increases in coverage of children sleeping under ITNs 
but still low 
 
 



Open defecation - 10% in rural areas still practice 
open defecation 

 
 



Critical 
determinants of 
coverage across the 
continuum of care 
such as 
development of 
national policies 
and systems and 
external resource 
flows 
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• Countdown data are a 

powerful instrument for 
highlighting successes and 
identifying areas needing 
more attention 
 

• Countdown provides the 
foundation for translating  
data into action! 
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MDG4 for child survival MDG5 for maternal health 

Progress toward MDGs 4 & 5, 
but too many countries are lagging 



Variable coverage  
across the continuum of care 
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Some countries are 
making gains across 
multiple interventions, 
but coverage has 
declined in others 

Change in composite coverage indicator over 
about five years 
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Equity in coverage 

Variation by indicator 

• Coverage always higher for 
richer households 

• But inequities are greatest 
for interventions that 
require a strong health 
system (e.g., skilled 
attendant at birth) 

Subnational variation  
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Progress in 
supportive policies 
across the 
continuum of care 

Countdown countries with policy,  

2008 & 2012 
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National investments in 
human and financial 
resources for RMNCH 
remain too low,  
and out-of-pocket 
expenditures are too high 
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Countdown countries with data 
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on health 



% increase in ODA, by year 2009: total $4.5 billion 
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ODA to MNCH continues to 
increase, but has slowed  



Action NOW 

 INVEST in saving  
women’s and children’s lives 

 IMPLEMENT strategies to ensure access to 
essential interventions 

 INFORM and COMMUNICATE  
to build partnerships and demand accountability 

 REFUSE COMPLACENCY! 
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Thank you 
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