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Purpose of Session 

I. Background to Countdown 
Monitoring 
 

II. 2012 Countdown Report 
Findings 
 

III. A Focus on Equity 



“We commit ourselves to 
convening a series of 
meetings, every 2 years,  

… to take stock of progress in 
preventing child deaths, and 
to hold countries and their 
partners accountable.” 

 

Origins - 2003 



An evolution  
from child survival  

to the continuum of care  

4 



• Intervention coverage 

• Health systems and policies 

• Financial flows to reproductive, 
maternal, newborn and child health 

• Equity in intervention coverage 

What do we monitor? 
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75 countries that together account for > 95% of maternal 

and child deaths worldwide. 

Where is Countdown? 





First Page 

▪ Demographics, 
including mortality 

 
▪ Maternal & Newborn 

Health, including 
Continuum of Care 

 
▪ Equity 

 
▪ Child Health  

 
▪ Nutrition 



• Demographics with 
causes of child an 
maternal deaths  

• Maternal and 
Newborn Health  

• Child Health 

• Water and Sanitation 

• Policies 

• Systems & Financing 

Second Page 



MDG4 for child survival MDG5 for maternal health 

Progress towards MDSs 4 & 5, 
but many countries are lagging 
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Variable coverage across the 
continuum of care 



Some countries are 
making gains across 
multiple interventions, 
but coverage has 
declined in other 
countries 

Change in composite coverage indicator over 
about five years 



Critical 
determinants of 
coverage: 

national policies, 
health systems, 
and external 
resource flows 



Variable progress 
in adopting 
supportive policies 

Number of Countdown countries with 
policy, 2008 & 2012 



Equity 

The narrow bars show 
Malawi’s relatively 
equitable coverage 
found for many 
coverage indicators 



Equity 

The narrow bars show 
Nigeria’s highly 
inequitable coverage 
found for many 
coverage indicators 



SBA 



SBA  Measles vaccine 



• Coverage (almost) always higher for richer 
households 

• But inequities are greatest for interventions 
that require a strong health system (e.g., 
skilled attendant at birth) 

Equity in coverage 



Which countries are 
making greater progress? 



SBA 

Faster overall 
progress in 
countries 
where the poor 
made greater 
gains than the 
rich 



Country profiles: 
web materials 



 
 

Countdown is a powerful 
instrument for: 

 
• highlighting successes 

 
• identifying areas and 

population groups needing 
more attention 
 

• translating  data into 
action 

 

 
http://www.countdown2015mnch.org/ 

 

 

http://www.countdown2015mnch.org/


Thank you 

#CD2015 


